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trivial frictions to begin with, which constantly 
beset Japanese-Asian relations. ‘The Japanese 
tendency to submit to mastery by the Westerner 
with smiles and shouts of allo while he 
maliciously snubs his Oriental brothers, this 
semewhat effeminate tendency, is poisoning not 


only the Japanese economy but all of Japanese 
culture as well. 


These eketcher are taken from + group of eight which 
make up the enmy “A Portnit of the Poxwar 
Generstion.” Editor 


Kurosawa’s Detective-Story Parables 


UROSAWA Akira's — detectivestory 
K films have as their model neither the 
intruder into nice families nor the 
syndicate of critinals, as do American counter. 
ars in the genre, In Séray Dog (1949) and 
High ond Low (1963), his apparent subject is 
the art of detection, as in Sherlock Holmes 
tories, but the real subject is unmotivated 
goodness, like Bogart’s in The Maltese Falcon. 
Both Kurosawa films are morally instructive. 


In Stray Dog, Kurosawa’s detective, played 
by Toshiro Mifune with Bogant’s powers, is 
goed man who wills himself to do good. The 
film begins with a shot of a mongrel breath 
ing hard, but the sound track produces, not 
the dog’s sounds, but the rumbling of a t 
in metion. Since the chief setting is the ra 
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road and the antagonist a “stray” veteran of 
World War Il, the tain’s rumbling and the 
dog's breathing introduce both the film's setting 
and its chief symbol, The protagonist, also 
a veteran, has become a detective. While he 
is riding the train ia the rusb-hour, his gun is 
stolen, ‘The detective is ready to resign from 
the force, With the help of older men on the 
force, he learns two lessons of life: first, that 
the “stray dog” who has stolen his gun is 
likely to become a “mad dog,” desperate enough 
to kill many; and, secondly, that the detective's 
ill fortane may be turned into good fortune. 
"That the steay dog becomes a mad dog is one 
clement of the parable. Like the detective-hero, 
the gun-robber has been struggling for cxisience 
in postwar Japan, both men having had their 
knapsacks stolen on their return to Japan, ‘The 


